Preface
Welcome to the 2012 CARG annual report.
This has been a particularly busy year for both The Cochrane Collaboration and for the Cochrane Anaesthesia Review Group (CARG). The Cochrane Library continues to be published on-line 12 times a year. This frequency of publication has brought new challenges, such as an increased number of deadlines, but also advantages such as more frequent publications and a shorter delay between approval of a protocol or review for publication and its appearance on-line. We published 4 new reviews, 7 updated reviews and 21 protocols in 2011 while in 2012 these tallies increased to 11 new reviews, 10 updated reviews and 47 protocols. The total number of CARG reviews and protocols in The Cochrane Library as of Issue # 1 2013 Issue is 86 reviews and 108 protocols. The large number of protocols in the editorial process gives CARG pride for this accomplishment, but also anxiety about the forthcoming editorial workload.
This electronic system in ARCHIE for workflow is now well implemented. As expected, it has sped up communication between and among the coordinating editors, the managing editor, editors, the peer reviewers and the authors. The workflow system tracks the status of each protocol and review that is in the editorial process; it automatically generates reports on CARG work for the Cochrane CEU (Central Editorial Unit). All editorial tasks are now generated via the workflow by the Managing Editor.
Almost daily, emails continue to reach the editorial office with expressions of interest from worldwide authors in registering titles in anaesthesia, emergency medicine and intensive care. The editors continue to refine the process for judging and accepting new titles within the limits of editorial time and availability.
2012 was a year of much travel. We attended the Cochrane Midyear Meetings in Paris during April. In October, Jane and Nathan attended the Cochrane Colloquium in Auckland, New Zealand. And finally, most of the CARG editors met for a triannual editorial meeting in Sicily during November. Interestingly, with the worldwide distribution of CARG editors, it was cheaper to meet in Syracuse, Italy than in Copenhagen; CARG finished the year under budget.
We would like to thank CARG's contributors everywhere who have put a great deal of effort into this review production. Without authors, editors, peer reviewers, translators, consumers and everyone else, there would be no CARG. So thank you for your tremendous work.
Finally, we would like to acknowledge and thank our main funder "Region Hovedstaden", and our other funders, who supported us in 2012. Without their important support it would not be possible to continue the work of CARG.
Ann M. Møller (Co-ordinating Editor) Nathan Pace (Co-ordinating Editor) Jane Cracknell (Managing Editor) A nn u a l re po rt of t he Co ch r a n e A n a e st he s i a R e vi e w G r ou p ( C A RG ) 2 0 12 We have a broad membership of individuals, many of whom are active and contribute to our work by performing systematic reviews, editing, peer refereeing, hand searching, translating or extracting data. Publication in medical journals and in The Cochrane Library, the CARG website, the CARG newsletter, and intense recruitment at conferences have all contributed to our rapid growth.
Publications in The Cochrane Library, 2012
We published 47 protocols, 11 new reviews, 10 updated reviews in 2012, compared to 21, 4 and 7 respectively in 2011. This represents a 95% increase in the number of new reviews, a 175% increase in the number of new reviews, and a 43% increase in the number of updated reviews on 2011. We would like to thank each and every one of the following authors who contributed to our publication success in 2012.
New reviews

Peer reviewers
We would like to thank all the peer reviewers who have contributed to the CARG peer review process.
In particular we would like to thank the following peer reviewers who contributed to the editorial process of a protocol or review published in 2012: The top ten most accessed reviews from the Anaesthesia Group
Reviews published by the Anaesthesia Group were accessed in full-text format on average 655.61 times during 2011 (79 articles accessed 51,793 times). This is a slight drop of 0.4% on the 2010 figure of 658.32 (72 articles accessed 47,399 times). So we have more reviews but our overall viewing rate has largely remained the same. Rather than academic citations this is the number of times someone physically goes into The Cochrane Library and reads or downloads a copy of a review by the Anaesthesia Group. The different review types registered by CARG
CD
The majority of our reviews are intervention reviews. 
Cochrane Anaesthesia News
Cochrane Anaesthesia News, the CARG Newsletter, is published on the CARG website once a year and distributed to CARG members and other interested parties worldwide.
CARG website
The 
TSC workload
Although the number of our publications is growing, our resources are limited. CARG only has 1.5
staff and a large number of review teams (over 250). Sadly we do not have the resources to offer unlimited TSC support to all authors. It has been decided that from now onwards all authors seeking TSC help must first contact the Managing Editor and ask for TSC help (specifying what that help is and in the case of papers whether they have gone through the steps below and meet the criteria). The Managing Editor will then allocate the TSC a task in the workflow and set a deadline for return of his work based on how urgent the task is and how much work the TSC already has with him. From now onwards the TSC will only:
 Develop searches for authors  Run searches and send the full text results of those searches back to the 3.
Check that any studies of interest meet their inclusion criteria and finally 4.
Check that the papers are not available online (by searching PubMed, Google and the relevant journal).
5.
If the paper meets these inclusion criteria then the author should next write to the ME and request help. The ME will then set a task for The TSC.
Specialized Register (SR-ANAESTH)
The CARG maintains a register of more than 36,000 RCTs and CCTs related to: anaesthesia, perioperative medicine, intensive care medicine, pre-hospital medicine, resuscitation and emergency medicine. The register is maintained on Cochrane CRS software, and searches for trials are performed quarterly. Trials included in the register are tagged SR-ANAESTH, and the tag term may be searched in the Cochrane Library. The register has now been submitted to CENTRAL. Access to the register is available to authors and other members of the CARG.
Handsearching
Members of the CARG are actively involved in handsearching anaesthesia journals in order to identify RCTs and CCTs for inclusion in systematic reviews and Specialized Register. We are looking for new handsearchers to help us increase our handsearch activities.
Consumer representation in CARG reviews
We have an active consumer panel consisting of: Suzanne Cunliffe, Ann Fonfa, Clare Jeffrey, Tracey Lloyd, Anne Lyddiatt, Jenny Pace, Janet Wale (consumer editor) and Durhane Wong-Rieger.
Each Cochrane review contains a plain language summary (PLS). The PLS are now stand-alone documents and will be published in PubMed Health, a service from the US National Library of Medicine (NLM) aimed at the public. This has the potential to greatly increase the number of people reading the PLS and also clicking through to the abstracts and full-text reviews. It is important therefore that the PLS is consistent with the review and readable. We have, therefore, asked our group of consumers to concentrate on helping us improve the quality of CARG's PLS.
We would welcome more new consumers.
We achieved the following goals in 2012 
